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FAMILY VIOLENCE PREVENTION AND SERVICES ACT 

[Public Law 98–457] 

[As Amended Through P.L. 117–2, Enacted March 11, 2021] 

øCurrency: This publication is a compilation of the text of title III of Public Law 
98-457. It was last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended Through 
note above and below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and reflects 
current law through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at https:/
/www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/¿

øNote: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal 
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents. 
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large 
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at 
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).¿

TITLE III—FAMILY VIOLENCE 
PREVENTION AND SERVICES 

SEC. 301. ø42 U.S.C. 10401¿ SHORT TITLE; PURPOSE. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This title may be cited as the ‘‘Family Vio-

lence Prevention and Services Act’’. 
(b) PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of this title to—

(1) assist States and Indian tribes in efforts to increase 
public awareness about, and primary and secondary prevention 
of, family violence, domestic violence, and dating violence; 

(2) assist States and Indian tribes in efforts to provide im-
mediate shelter and supportive services for victims of family 
violence, domestic violence, or dating violence, and their de-
pendents; 

(3) provide for a national domestic violence hotline; 
(4) provide for technical assistance and training relating to 

family violence, domestic violence, and dating violence pro-
grams to States and Indian tribes, local public agencies (in-
cluding law enforcement agencies, courts, and legal, social 
service, and health care professionals in public agencies), non-
profit private organizations (including faith-based and chari-
table organizations, community-based organizations, and vol-
untary associations), tribal organizations, and other persons 
seeking such assistance and training. 

SEC. 302. ø42 U.S.C. 10402¿ DEFINITIONS. 
In this title: 

(1) ALASKA NATIVE.—The term ‘‘Alaska Native’’ has the 
meaning given the term ‘‘Native’’ in section 3 of the Alaska Na-
tive Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 1602). 
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2Sec. 302 FAMILY VIOLENCE PREVENTION AND SERVICES ACT 

(2) DATING VIOLENCE.—The term ‘‘dating violence’’ has the 
meaning given such term in section 40002(a) of the Violence 
Against Women Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 13925(a)). 

(3) DOMESTIC VIOLENCE.—The term ‘‘domestic violence’’ 
has the meaning given such term in section 40002(a) of the Vi-
olence Against Women Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 13925(a)). 

(4) FAMILY VIOLENCE.—The term ‘‘family violence’’ means 
any act or threatened act of violence, including any forceful de-
tention of an individual, that—

(A) results or threatens to result in physical injury; 
and 

(B) is committed by a person against another indi-
vidual (including an elderly individual) to or with whom 
such person—

(i) is related by blood; 
(ii) is or was related by marriage or is or was oth-

erwise legally related; or 
(iii) is or was lawfully residing. 

(5) INDIAN; INDIAN TRIBE; TRIBAL ORGANIZATION.—The 
terms ‘‘Indian’’, ‘‘Indian tribe’’, and ‘‘tribal organization’’ have 
the meanings given such terms in section 4 of the Indian Self-
Determination and Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 450b). 

(6) NATIVE HAWAIIAN.—The term ‘‘Native Hawaiian’’ has 
the meaning given the term in section 6207 of the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act of 1965. 

(7) PERSONALLY IDENTIFYING INFORMATION.—The term 
‘‘personally identifying information’’ has the meaning given the 
term in section 40002(a) of the Violence Against Women Act of 
1994 (42 U.S.C. 13925(a)). 

(8) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services. 

(9) SHELTER.—The term ‘‘shelter’’ means the provision of 
temporary refuge and supportive services in compliance with 
applicable State law (including regulation) governing the provi-
sion, on a regular basis, of shelter, safe homes, meals, and sup-
portive services to victims of family violence, domestic violence, 
or dating violence, and their dependents. 

(10) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means each of the several 
States, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, and, except as otherwise provided, Guam, American 
Samoa, the United States Virgin Islands, and the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. 

(11) STATE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE COALITION.—The term 
‘‘State Domestic Violence Coalition’’ means a statewide non-
governmental nonprofit private domestic violence organization 
that—

(A) has a membership that includes a majority of the 
primary-purpose domestic violence service providers in the 
State; 

(B) has board membership that is representative of 
primary-purpose domestic violence service providers, and 
which may include representatives of the communities in 
which the services are being provided in the State; 

VerDate 0ct 09 2002 16:21 Jul 14, 2021 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 9001 Sfmt 9001 G:\COMP\EDV\FVPASA.BEL HOLC

July 14, 2021 

G:\COMP\EDV\FAMILY VIOLENCE PREVENTION AND SERVICES ACT.XML

    
As Amended Through P.L. 117-2, Enacted March 11, 2021
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(C) has as its purpose to provide education, support, 
and technical assistance to such service providers to en-
able the providers to establish and maintain shelter and 
supportive services for victims of domestic violence and 
their dependents; and 

(D) serves as an information clearinghouse, primary 
point of contact, and resource center on domestic violence 
for the State and supports the development of polices, pro-
tocols, and procedures to enhance domestic violence inter-
vention and prevention in the State. 
(12) SUPPORTIVE SERVICES.—The term ‘‘supportive serv-

ices’’ means services for adult and youth victims of family vio-
lence, domestic violence, or dating violence, and dependents ex-
posed to family violence, domestic violence, or dating violence, 
that are designed to—

(A) meet the needs of such victims of family violence, 
domestic violence, or dating violence, and their depend-
ents, for short-term, transitional, or long-term safety; and 

(B) provide counseling, advocacy, or assistance for vic-
tims of family violence, domestic violence, or dating vio-
lence, and their dependents. 
(13) TRIBALLY DESIGNATED OFFICIAL.—The term ‘‘tribally 

designated official’’ means an individual designated by an In-
dian tribe, tribal organization, or nonprofit private organiza-
tion authorized by an Indian tribe, to administer a grant under 
section 309. 

(14) UNDERSERVED POPULATIONS.—The term ‘‘underserved 
populations’’ has the meaning given the term in section 
40002(a) of the Violence Against Women Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 
13925(a)). For the purposes of this title, the Secretary has the 
same authority to determine whether a population is an under-
served population as the Attorney General has under that sec-
tion 40002(a). 

SEC. 303. ø42 U.S.C. 10403¿ AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 
(a) FORMULA GRANTS TO STATES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out sections 301 through 312, $175,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2011 through 2015. 

(2) ALLOCATIONS.— 
(A) FORMULA GRANTS TO STATES.— 

(i) RESERVATION OF FUNDS.—For any fiscal year 
for which the amounts appropriated under paragraph 
(1) exceed $130,000,000, not less than 25 percent of 
such excess funds shall be made available to carry out 
section 312. 

(ii) FORMULA GRANTS.—Of the amounts appro-
priated under paragraph (1) for a fiscal year and not 
reserved under clause (i), not less than 70 percent 
shall be used for making grants under section 306(a). 
(B) GRANTS TO TRIBES.—Of the amounts appropriated 

under paragraph (1) for a fiscal year and not reserved 
under subparagraph (A)(i), not less than 10 percent shall 
be used to carry out section 309. 
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(C) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND TRAINING CENTERS.—
Of the amounts appropriated under paragraph (1) for a fis-
cal year and not reserved under subparagraph (A)(i), not 
less than 6 percent shall be used by the Secretary for mak-
ing grants under section 310. 

(D) GRANTS FOR STATE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE COALI-
TIONS.—Of the amounts appropriated under paragraph (1) 
for a fiscal year and not reserved under subparagraph 
(A)(i), not less than 10 percent of such amounts shall be 
used by the Secretary for making grants under section 
311. 

(E) ADMINISTRATION, EVALUATION AND MONITORING.—
Of the amount appropriated under paragraph (1) for a fis-
cal year and not reserved under subparagraph (A)(i), not 
more than 2.5 percent shall be used by the Secretary for 
evaluation, monitoring, and other administrative costs 
under this title. 

(b) NATIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HOTLINE.—There is author-
ized to be appropriated to carry out section 313 $3,500,000 for each 
of fiscal years 2011 through 2015. 

(c) DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PREVENTION ENHANCEMENT AND LEAD-
ERSHIP THROUGH ALLIANCES.—There is authorized to be appro-
priated to carry out section 314 $6,000,000 for each of fiscal years 
2011 through 2015. 

(d) ADDITIONAL FUNDING.—For the purposes of carrying out 
this title, in addition to amounts otherwise made available for such 
purposes, there are appropriated, out of any amounts in the Treas-
ury not otherwise appropriated, for fiscal year 2021, to remain 
available until expended except as otherwise provided in this sub-
section, each of the following: 

(1) $180,000,000 to carry out sections 301 through 312, to 
be allocated in the manner described in subsection (a)(2), ex-
cept that—

(A) a reference in subsection (a)(2) to an amount ap-
propriated under subsection (a)(1) shall be considered to be 
a reference to an amount appropriated under this para-
graph; 

(B) the matching requirement in section 306(c)(4) and 
condition in section 308(d)(3) shall not apply; and 

(C) each reference in section 305(e) to ‘‘the end of the 
following fiscal year’’ shall be considered to be a reference 
to ‘‘the end of fiscal year 2025’’; and 

(D) funds made available to a State in a grant under 
section 306(a) and obligated in a timely manner shall be 
available for expenditure, by the State or a recipient of 
funds from the grant, through the end of fiscal year 2025; 
(2) $18,000,000 to carry out section 309. 
(3) $2,000,000 to carry out section 313, of which $1,000,000 

shall be allocated to support Indian communities. 
SEC. 304. ø42 U.S.C. 10404¿ AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY. 

(a) AUTHORITIES.—In order to carry out the provisions of this 
title, the Secretary is authorized to—
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(1) appoint and fix the compensation of such personnel as 
are necessary; 

(2) procure, to the extent authorized by section 3109 of 
title 5, United States Code, such temporary and intermittent 
services of experts and consultants as are necessary; 

(3) make grants to eligible entities or enter into contracts 
with for-profit or nonprofit nongovernmental entities and es-
tablish reporting requirements for such grantees and contrac-
tors; 

(4) prescribe such regulations and guidance as are reason-
ably necessary in order to carry out the objectives and provi-
sions of this title, including regulations and guidance on imple-
menting new grant conditions established or provisions modi-
fied by amendments made to this title by the CAPTA Reau-
thorization Act of 2010, to ensure accountability and trans-
parency of the actions of grantees and contractors, or as deter-
mined by the Secretary to be reasonably necessary to carry out 
this title; and 

(5) coordinate programs within the Department of Health 
and Human Services, and seek to coordinate those programs 
with programs administered by other Federal agencies, that in-
volve or affect efforts to prevent family violence, domestic vio-
lence, and dating violence or the provision of assistance for 
adult and youth victims of family violence, domestic violence, 
or dating violence. 
(b) ADMINISTRATION.—The Secretary shall—

(1) assign 1 or more employees of the Department of 
Health and Human Services to carry out the provisions of this 
title, including carrying out evaluation and monitoring under 
this title, which employees shall, prior to such appointment, 
have expertise in the field of family violence and domestic vio-
lence prevention and services and, to the extent practicable, 
have expertise in the field of dating violence; 

(2) provide technical assistance in the conduct of programs 
for the prevention and treatment of family violence, domestic 
violence, and dating violence; 

(3) provide for and coordinate research into the most effec-
tive approaches to the intervention in and prevention of family 
violence, domestic violence, and dating violence, by—

(A) consulting with experts and program providers 
within the family violence, domestic violence, and dating 
violence field to identify gaps in research and knowledge, 
establish research priorities, and disseminate research 
findings; 

(B) collecting and reporting data on the provision of 
family violence, domestic violence, and dating violence 
services, including assistance and programs supported by 
Federal funds made available under this title and by other 
governmental or nongovernmental sources of funds; and 

(C) coordinating family violence, domestic violence, 
and dating violence research efforts within the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services with relevant re-
search administered or carried out by other Federal agen-
cies and other researchers, including research on the provi-
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sion of assistance for adult and youth victims of family vio-
lence, domestic violence, or dating violence; and 
(4) support the development and implementation of effec-

tive policies, protocols, and programs within the Department 
and at other Federal agencies that address the safety and sup-
port needs of adult and youth victims of family violence, do-
mestic violence, or dating violence. 
(c) REPORTS.—Every 2 years, the Secretary shall review and 

evaluate the activities conducted by grantees, subgrantees, and 
contractors under this title and the effectiveness of the programs 
administered pursuant to this title, and submit a report containing 
the evaluation to the Committee on Education and Labor of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions of the Senate. Such report shall also include 
a summary of the documentation provided to the Secretary through 
performance reports submitted under section 306(d). The Secretary 
shall make publicly available on the Department of Health and 
Human Services website the evaluation reports submitted to Con-
gress under this subsection, including the summary of the docu-
mentation provided to the Secretary under section 306(d). 
SEC. 305. ø42 U.S.C. 10405¿ ALLOTMENT OF FUNDS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—From the sums appropriated under section 
303 and available for grants to States under section 306(a) for any 
fiscal year—

(1) Guam, American Samoa, the United States Virgin Is-
lands, and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands shall each be allotted not less than 1⁄8 of 1 percent of the 
amounts available for grants under section 306(a) for the fiscal 
year for which the allotment is made; and 

(2) each State shall be allotted for a grant under section 
306(a), $600,000, with the remaining funds to be allotted to 
each State in an amount that bears the same ratio to such re-
maining funds as the population of such State bears to the 
population of all States. 
(b) POPULATION.—For the purpose of this section, the popu-

lation of each State, and the total population of all the States, shall 
be determined by the Secretary on the basis of the most recent cen-
sus data available to the Secretary, and the Secretary shall use for 
such purpose, if available, the annual interim current census data 
produced by the Secretary of Commerce pursuant to section 181 of 
title 13, United States Code. 

(c) RATABLE REDUCTION.—If the sums appropriated under sec-
tion 303 for any fiscal year and available for grants to States under 
section 306(a) are not sufficient to pay in full the total amounts 
that all States are entitled to receive under subsection (a) for such 
fiscal year, then the maximum amounts that all States are entitled 
to receive under subsection (a) for such fiscal year shall be ratably 
reduced. In the event that additional funds become available for 
making such grants for any fiscal year during which the preceding 
sentence is applicable, such reduced amounts shall be increased on 
the same basis as they were reduced. 

(d) REALLOTMENT.—If, at the end of the sixth month of any fis-
cal year for which sums are appropriated under section 303, the 
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amount allotted to a State has not been made available to such 
State in a grant under section 306(a) because of the failure of such 
State to meet the requirements for such a grant, then the Sec-
retary shall reallot such amount to States that meet such require-
ments. 

(e) CONTINUED AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—All funds allotted to 
a State for a fiscal year under this section, and made available to 
such State in a grant under section 306(a), shall remain available 
for obligation by the State until the end of the following fiscal year. 
All such funds that are not obligated by the State by the end of 
the following fiscal year shall be made available to the Secretary 
for discretionary activities under section 314. Such funds shall re-
main available for obligation, and for expenditure by a recipient of 
the funds under section 314, for not more than 1 year from the 
date on which the funds are made available to the Secretary. 

(f) DEFINITION.—In subsection (a)(2), the term ‘‘State’’ does not 
include any jurisdiction specified in subsection (a)(1). 
SEC. 306. ø42 U.S.C. 10406¿ FORMULA GRANTS TO STATES. 

(a) FORMULA GRANTS TO STATES.—The Secretary shall award 
grants to States in order to assist in supporting the establishment, 
maintenance, and expansion of programs and projects—

(1) to prevent incidents of family violence, domestic vio-
lence, and dating violence; 

(2) to provide immediate shelter, supportive services, and 
access to community-based programs for victims of family vio-
lence, domestic violence, or dating violence, and their depend-
ents; and 

(3) to provide specialized services for children exposed to 
family violence, domestic violence, or dating violence, under-
served populations, and victims who are members of racial and 
ethnic minority populations. 
(b) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.— 

(1) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—Each State may use not more 
than 5 percent of the grant funds for State administrative 
costs. 

(2) SUBGRANTS TO ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—The State shall use 
the remainder of the grant funds to make subgrants to eligible 
entities for approved purposes as described in section 308. 
(c) GRANT CONDITIONS.— 

(1) APPROVED ACTIVITIES.—In carrying out the activities 
under this title, grantees and subgrantees may collaborate 
with and provide information to Federal, State, local, and trib-
al public officials and agencies, in accordance with limitations 
on disclosure of confidential or private information as described 
in paragraph (5), to develop and implement policies to reduce 
or eliminate family violence, domestic violence, and dating vio-
lence. 

(2) DISCRIMINATION PROHIBITED.— 
(A) APPLICATION OF CIVIL RIGHTS PROVISIONS.—For the 

purpose of applying the prohibitions against discrimination 
on the basis of age under the Age Discrimination Act of 
1975 (42 U.S.C. 6101 et seq.), on the basis of disability 
under section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 
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U.S.C. 794), on the basis of sex under title IX of the Edu-
cation Amendments of 1972 (20 U.S.C. 1681 et seq.), or on 
the basis of race, color, or national origin under title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d et seq.), pro-
grams and activities funded in whole or in part with funds 
made available under this title are considered to be pro-
grams and activities receiving Federal financial assistance. 

(B) PROHIBITION ON DISCRIMINATION ON BASIS OF SEX, 
RELIGION.— 

(i) IN GENERAL.—No person shall on the ground of 
sex or religion be excluded from participation in, be 
denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination 
under, any program or activity funded in whole or in 
part with funds made available under this title. Noth-
ing in this title shall require any such program or ac-
tivity to include any individual in any program or ac-
tivity without taking into consideration that individ-
ual’s sex in those certain instances where sex is a 
bona fide occupational qualification or programmatic 
factor reasonably necessary to the normal or safe oper-
ation of that particular program or activity. 

(ii) ENFORCEMENT.—The Secretary shall enforce 
the provisions of clause (i) in accordance with section 
602 of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d–
1). Section 603 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 2000d–2) shall 
apply with respect to any action taken by the Sec-
retary to enforce such clause. 

(iii) CONSTRUCTION.—This subparagraph shall not 
be construed as affecting any legal remedy provided 
under any other provision of law. 
(C) ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITIES OF SECRETARY.—

Whenever the Secretary finds that a State, Indian tribe, or 
other entity that has received financial assistance under 
this title has failed to comply with a provision of law re-
ferred to in subparagraph (A), with subparagraph (B), or 
with an applicable regulation (including one prescribed to 
carry out subparagraph (B)), the Secretary shall notify the 
chief executive officer of the State involved or the tribally 
designated official of the tribe involved and shall request 
such officer or official to secure compliance. If, within a 
reasonable period of time, not to exceed 60 days, the chief 
executive officer or official fails or refuses to secure compli-
ance, the Secretary may—

(i) refer the matter to the Attorney General with 
a recommendation that an appropriate civil action be 
instituted; 

(ii) exercise the powers and functions provided by 
title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 
2000d et seq.), the Age Discrimination Act of 1975 (42 
U.S.C. 6101 et seq.), sections 504 and 505 of the Reha-
bilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794, 794(a)), or title 
IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 (20 U.S.C. 
1681 et seq.), as may be applicable; or 
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(iii) take such other action as may be provided by 
law. 
(D) ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITY OF ATTORNEY GEN-

ERAL.—When a matter is referred to the Attorney General 
pursuant to subparagraph (C)(i), or whenever the Attorney 
General has reason to believe that a State, an Indian tribe, 
or an entity described in subparagraph (C) is engaged in 
a pattern or practice in violation of a provision of law re-
ferred to in subparagraph (A) or in violation of subpara-
graph (B), the Attorney General may bring a civil action 
in any appropriate district court of the United States for 
such relief as may be appropriate, including injunctive re-
lief. 
(3) INCOME ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS.—No income eligibility 

standard may be imposed upon individuals with respect to eli-
gibility for assistance or services supported with funds appro-
priated to carry out this title. No fees may be levied for assist-
ance or services provided with funds appropriated to carry out 
this title. 

(4) MATCH.—No grant shall be made under this section to 
any entity other than a State or an Indian tribe unless the en-
tity agrees that, with respect to the costs to be incurred by the 
entity in carrying out the program or project for which the 
grant is awarded, the entity will make available (directly or 
through donations from public or private entities) non-Federal 
contributions in an amount that is not less than $1 for every 
$5 of Federal funds provided under the grant. The non-Federal 
contributions required under this paragraph may be in cash or 
in kind. 

(5) NONDISCLOSURE OF CONFIDENTIAL OR PRIVATE INFORMA-
TION.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—In order to ensure the safety of 
adult, youth, and child victims of family violence, domestic 
violence, or dating violence, and their families, grantees 
and subgrantees under this title shall protect the confiden-
tiality and privacy of such victims and their families. 

(B) NONDISCLOSURE.—Subject to subparagraphs (C), 
(D), and (E), grantees and subgrantees shall not—

(i) disclose any personally identifying information 
collected in connection with services requested (includ-
ing services utilized or denied), through grantees’ and 
subgrantees’ programs; or 

(ii) reveal personally identifying information with-
out informed, written, reasonably time-limited consent 
by the person about whom information is sought, 
whether for this program or any other Federal or 
State grant program, which consent—

(I) shall be given by—
(aa) the person, except as provided in 

item (bb) or (cc); 
(bb) in the case of an unemancipated 

minor, the minor and the minor’s parent or 
guardian; or 
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(cc) in the case of an individual with a 
guardian, the individual’s guardian; and 
(II) may not be given by the abuser or sus-

pected abuser of the minor or individual with a 
guardian, or the abuser or suspected abuser of the 
other parent of the minor. 

(C) RELEASE.—If release of information described in 
subparagraph (B) is compelled by statutory or court man-
date—

(i) grantees and subgrantees shall make reason-
able attempts to provide notice to victims affected by 
the release of the information; and 

(ii) grantees and subgrantees shall take steps nec-
essary to protect the privacy and safety of the persons 
affected by the release of the information. 
(D) INFORMATION SHARING.—Grantees and sub-

grantees may share—
(i) nonpersonally identifying information, in the 

aggregate, regarding services to their clients and de-
mographic nonpersonally identifying information in 
order to comply with Federal, State, or tribal report-
ing, evaluation, or data collection requirements; 

(ii) court-generated information and law enforce-
ment-generated information contained in secure, gov-
ernmental registries for protective order enforcement 
purposes; and 

(iii) law enforcement- and prosecution-generated 
information necessary for law enforcement and pros-
ecution purposes. 
(E) OVERSIGHT.—Nothing in this paragraph shall pre-

vent the Secretary from disclosing grant activities author-
ized in this title to the Committee on Education and Labor 
of the House of Representatives and the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate and 
exercising congressional oversight authority. In making all 
such disclosures, the Secretary shall protect the confiden-
tiality of individuals and omit personally identifying infor-
mation, including location information about individuals 
and shelters. 

(F) STATUTORILY PERMITTED REPORTS OF ABUSE OR NE-
GLECT.—Nothing in this paragraph shall prohibit a grant-
ee or subgrantee from reporting abuse and neglect, as 
those terms are defined by law, where mandated or ex-
pressly permitted by the State or Indian tribe involved. 

(G) PREEMPTION.—Nothing in this paragraph shall be 
construed to supersede any provision of any Federal, State, 
tribal, or local law that provides greater protection than 
this paragraph for victims of family violence, domestic vio-
lence, or dating violence. 

(H) CONFIDENTIALITY OF LOCATION.—The address or 
location of any shelter facility assisted under this title that 
otherwise maintains a confidential location shall, except 
with written authorization of the person or persons respon-
sible for the operation of such shelter, not be made public. 
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11 Sec. 307 FAMILY VIOLENCE PREVENTION AND SERVICES ACT 

(6) SUPPLEMENT NOT SUPPLANT.—Federal funds made 
available to a State or Indian tribe under this title shall be 
used to supplement and not supplant other Federal, State, 
tribal, and local public funds expended to provide services and 
activities that promote the objectives of this title. 
(d) REPORTS AND EVALUATION.—Each grantee shall submit an 

annual performance report to the Secretary at such time as shall 
be reasonably required by the Secretary. Such performance report 
shall describe the grantee and subgrantee activities that have been 
carried out with grant funds made available under subsection (a) 
or section 309, contain an evaluation of the effectiveness of such ac-
tivities, and provide such additional information as the Secretary 
may reasonably require. 
SEC. 307. ø42 U.S.C. 10407¿ STATE APPLICATION. 

(a) APPLICATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The chief executive officer of a State 

seeking funds under section 306(a) or a tribally designated offi-
cial seeking funds under section 309(a) shall submit an appli-
cation to the Secretary at such time and in such manner as the 
Secretary may reasonably require. 

(2) CONTENTS.—Each such application shall—
(A) provide a description of the procedures that have 

been developed to ensure compliance with the provisions of 
sections 306(c) and 308(d); 

(B) provide, with respect to funds described in para-
graph (1), assurances that—

(i) not more than 5 percent of such funds will be 
used for administrative costs; 

(ii) the remaining funds will be distributed to eli-
gible entities as described in section 308(a) for ap-
proved activities as described in section 308(b); and 

(iii) in the distribution of funds by a State under 
section 308(a), the State will give special emphasis to 
the support of community-based projects of dem-
onstrated effectiveness, that are carried out by non-
profit private organizations and that—

(I) have as their primary purpose the oper-
ation of shelters for victims of family violence, do-
mestic violence, and dating violence, and their de-
pendents; or 

(II) provide counseling, advocacy, and self-
help services to victims of family violence, domes-
tic violence, and dating violence, and their de-
pendents; 

(C) in the case of an application submitted by a State, 
provide an assurance that there will be an equitable dis-
tribution of grants and grant funds within the State and 
between urban and rural areas within such State; 

(D) in the case of an application submitted by a State, 
provide an assurance that the State will consult with and 
provide for the participation of the State Domestic Vio-
lence Coalition in the planning and monitoring of the dis-
tribution of grants to eligible entities as described in sec-
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tion 308(a) and the administration of the grant programs 
and projects; 

(E) describe how the State or Indian tribe will involve 
community-based organizations, whose primary purpose is 
to provide culturally appropriate services to underserved 
populations, including how such community-based organi-
zations can assist the State or Indian tribe in addressing 
the unmet needs of such populations; 

(F) describe how activities and services provided by 
the State or Indian tribe are designed to reduce family vio-
lence, domestic violence, and dating violence, including 
how funds will be used to provide shelter, supportive serv-
ices, and prevention services in accordance with section 
308(b); 

(G) specify the State agency or tribally designated offi-
cial to be designated as responsible for the administration 
of programs and activities relating to family violence, do-
mestic violence, and dating violence, that are carried out 
by the State or Indian tribe under this title, and for coordi-
nation of related programs within the jurisdiction of the 
State or Indian tribe; 

(H) provide an assurance that the State or Indian 
tribe has a law or procedure to bar an abuser from a 
shared household or a household of the abused person, 
which may include eviction laws or procedures, where ap-
propriate; and 

(I) meet such requirements as the Secretary reason-
ably determines are necessary to carry out the objectives 
and provisions of this title. 

(b) APPROVAL OF APPLICATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall approve any applica-

tion that meets the requirements of subsection (a) and section 
306. The Secretary shall not disapprove any application under 
this subsection unless the Secretary gives the applicant reason-
able notice of the Secretary’s intention to disapprove and a 6-
month period providing an opportunity for correction of any de-
ficiencies. 

(2) CORRECTION OF DEFICIENCIES.—The Secretary shall 
give such notice, within 45 days after the date of submission 
of the application, if any of the provisions of subsection (a) or 
section 306 have not been satisfied in such application. If the 
State or Indian tribe does not correct the deficiencies in such 
application within the 6-month period following the receipt of 
the Secretary’s notice, the Secretary shall withhold payment of 
any grant funds under section 306 to such State or under sec-
tion 309 to such Indian tribe until such date as the State or 
Indian tribe provides documentation that the deficiencies have 
been corrected. 

(3) STATE OR TRIBAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE COALITION PAR-
TICIPATION IN DETERMINATIONS OF COMPLIANCE.—State Domes-
tic Violence Coalitions, or comparable coalitions for Indian 
tribes, shall be permitted to participate in determining wheth-
er grantees for corresponding States or Indian tribes are in 
compliance with subsection (a) and section 306(c), except that 
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no funds made available under section 311 shall be used to 
challenge a determination about whether a grantee is in com-
pliance with, or to seek the enforcement of, the requirements 
of this title. 

(4) FAILURE TO REPORT; NONCONFORMING EXPENDITURES.—
The Secretary shall suspend funding for an approved applica-
tion if the applicant fails to submit an annual performance re-
port under section 306(d), or if funds are expended for pur-
poses other than those set forth in section 306(b), after fol-
lowing the procedures set forth in paragraphs (1), (2), and (3). 

SEC. 308. ø42 U.S.C. 10408¿ SUBGRANTS AND USES OF FUNDS. 
(a) SUBGRANTS.—A State that receives a grant under section 

306(a) shall use grant funds described in section 306(b)(2) to pro-
vide subgrants to eligible entities for programs and projects within 
such State, that is designed to prevent incidents of family violence, 
domestic violence, and dating violence by providing immediate 
shelter and supportive services for adult and youth victims of fam-
ily violence, domestic violence, or dating violence (and their de-
pendents), and that may provide prevention services to prevent fu-
ture incidents of family violence, domestic violence, and dating vio-
lence. 

(b) USE OF FUNDS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Funds awarded to eligible entities under 

subsection (a) shall be used to provide shelter, supportive serv-
ices, or prevention services to adult and youth victims of family 
violence, domestic violence, or dating violence, and their de-
pendents, which may include—

(A) provision, on a regular basis, of immediate shelter 
and related supportive services to adult and youth victims 
of family violence, domestic violence, or dating violence, 
and their dependents, including paying for the operating 
and administrative expenses of the facilities for such shel-
ter; 

(B) assistance in developing safety plans, and sup-
porting efforts of victims of family violence, domestic vio-
lence, or dating violence to make decisions related to their 
ongoing safety and well-being; 

(C) provision of individual and group counseling, peer 
support groups, and referral to community-based services 
to assist family violence, domestic violence, and dating vio-
lence victims, and their dependents, in recovering from the 
effects of the violence; 

(D) provision of services, training, technical assistance, 
and outreach to increase awareness of family violence, do-
mestic violence, and dating violence and increase the ac-
cessibility of family violence, domestic violence, and dating 
violence services; 

(E) provision of culturally and linguistically appro-
priate services; 

(F) provision of services for children exposed to family 
violence, domestic violence, or dating violence, including 
age-appropriate counseling, supportive services, and serv-
ices for the nonabusing parent that support that parent’s 
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role as a caregiver, which may, as appropriate, include 
services that work with the nonabusing parent and child 
together; 

(G) provision of advocacy, case management services, 
and information and referral services, concerning issues 
related to family violence, domestic violence, or dating vio-
lence intervention and prevention, including—

(i) assistance in accessing related Federal and 
State financial assistance programs; 

(ii) legal advocacy to assist victims and their de-
pendents; 

(iii) medical advocacy, including provision of refer-
rals for appropriate health care services (including 
mental health, alcohol, and drug abuse treatment), but 
which shall not include reimbursement for any health 
care services; 

(iv) assistance locating and securing safe and af-
fordable permanent housing and homelessness preven-
tion services; 

(v) provision of transportation, child care, respite 
care, job training and employment services, financial 
literacy services and education, financial planning, 
and related economic empowerment services; and 

(vi) parenting and other educational services for 
victims and their dependents; and 
(H) prevention services, including outreach to under-

served populations. 
(2) SHELTER AND SUPPORTIVE SERVICES.—Not less than 70 

percent of the funds distributed by a State under subsection (a) 
shall be distributed to entities for the primary purpose of pro-
viding immediate shelter and supportive services to adult and 
youth victims of family violence, domestic violence, or dating 
violence, and their dependents, as described in paragraph 
(1)(A). Not less than 25 percent of the funds distributed by a 
State under subsection (a) shall be distributed to entities for 
the purpose of providing supportive services and prevention 
services as described in subparagraphs (B) through (H) of para-
graph (1). 
(c) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—To be eligible to receive a subgrant 

from a State under this section, an entity shall be—
(1) a local public agency, or a nonprofit private organiza-

tion (including faith-based and charitable organizations, com-
munity-based organizations, tribal organizations, and vol-
untary associations), that assists victims of family violence, do-
mestic violence, or dating violence, and their dependents, and 
has a documented history of effective work concerning family 
violence, domestic violence, or dating violence; or 

(2) a partnership of 2 or more agencies or organizations 
that includes—

(A) an agency or organization described in paragraph 
(1); and 

(B) an agency or organization that has a demonstrated 
history of serving populations in their communities, in-
cluding providing culturally appropriate services. 
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(d) CONDITIONS.— 
(1) DIRECT PAYMENTS TO VICTIMS OR DEPENDANTS.—No 

funds provided under this title may be used as direct payment 
to any victim of family violence, domestic violence, or dating vi-
olence, or to any dependent of such victim. 

(2) VOLUNTARILY ACCEPTED SERVICES.—Receipt of sup-
portive services under this title shall be voluntary. No condi-
tion may be applied for the receipt of emergency shelter as de-
scribed in subsection (b)(1)(A). 

SEC. 309. ø42 U.S.C. 10409¿ GRANTS FOR INDIAN TRIBES. 
(a) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary, in consultation with 

tribal governments pursuant to Executive Order No. 13175 (25 
U.S.C. 450 note) and in accordance with section 903 of the Violence 
Against Women and Department of Justice Reauthorization Act of 
2005 (42 U.S.C. 14045d), shall continue to award grants for Indian 
tribes from amounts appropriated under section 303(a)(2)(B) to 
carry out this section. 

(b) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—To be eligible to receive a grant under 
this section, an entity shall be an Indian tribe, or a tribal organiza-
tion or nonprofit private organization authorized by an Indian 
tribe. An Indian tribe shall have the option to authorize a tribal 
organization or a nonprofit private organization to submit an appli-
cation and administer the grant funds awarded under this section. 

(c) CONDITIONS.—Each recipient of such a grant shall comply 
with requirements that are consistent with the requirements appli-
cable to grantees under section 306. 

(d) GRANTEE APPLICATION.—To be eligible to receive a grant 
under this section, an entity shall submit an application to the Sec-
retary under section 307 at such time, in such manner, and con-
taining such information as the Secretary determines to be essen-
tial to carry out the objectives and provisions of this title. The Sec-
retary shall approve any application that meets requirements con-
sistent with the requirements of section 306(c) and section 307(a). 

(e) USE OF FUNDS.—An amount provided under a grant to an 
eligible entity shall be used for the services described in section 
308(b) 
SEC. 310. ø42 U.S.C. 10410¿ NATIONAL RESOURCE CENTERS AND TRAIN-

ING AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE CENTERS. 
(a) PURPOSE AND GRANTS AUTHORIZED.— 

(1) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section is to provide re-
source information, training, and technical assistance relating 
to the objectives of this title to improve the capacity of individ-
uals, organizations, governmental entities, and communities to 
prevent family violence, domestic violence, and dating violence 
and to provide effective intervention services. 

(2) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—From the amounts appropriated 
under this title and reserved under section 303(a)(2)(C), the 
Secretary—

(A) shall award grants to eligible entities for the es-
tablishment and maintenance of—

(i) 2 national resource centers (as provided for in 
subsection (b)(1)); and 
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(ii) at least 7 special issue resource centers ad-
dressing key areas of domestic violence, and interven-
tion and prevention (as provided for in subsection 
(b)(2)); and 
(B) may award grants, to—

(i) State resource centers to reduce disparities in 
domestic violence in States with high proportions of 
Indian (including Alaska Native) or Native Hawaiian 
populations (as provided for in subsection (b)(3)); and 

(ii) support training and technical assistance that 
address emerging issues related to family violence, do-
mestic violence, or dating violence, to entities dem-
onstrating related expertise. 

(b) DOMESTIC VIOLENCE RESOURCE CENTERS.— 
(1) NATIONAL RESOURCE CENTERS.—In accordance with 

subsection (a)(2), the Secretary shall award grants to eligible 
entities for—

(A) a National Resource Center on Domestic Violence, 
which shall—

(i) offer a comprehensive array of technical assist-
ance and training resources to Federal, State, and 
local governmental agencies, domestic violence service 
providers, community-based organizations, and other 
professionals and interested parties, related to domes-
tic violence service programs and research, including 
programs and research related to victims and their 
children who are exposed to domestic violence; and 

(ii) maintain a central resource library in order to 
collect, prepare, analyze, and disseminate information 
and statistics related to—

(I) the incidence and prevention of family vio-
lence and domestic violence; and 

(II) the provision of shelter, supportive serv-
ices, and prevention services to adult and youth 
victims of domestic violence (including services to 
prevent repeated incidents of violence); and 

(B) a National Indian Resource Center Addressing Do-
mestic Violence and Safety for Indian Women, which 
shall—

(i) offer a comprehensive array of technical assist-
ance and training resources to Indian tribes and tribal 
organizations, specifically designed to enhance the ca-
pacity of the tribes and organizations to respond to do-
mestic violence and the findings of section 901 of the 
Violence Against Women and Department of Justice 
Reauthorization Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 3796gg–10 
note); 

(ii) enhance the intervention and prevention ef-
forts of Indian tribes and tribal organizations to re-
spond to domestic violence and increase the safety of 
Indian women in support of the purposes of section 
902 of the Violence Against Women and Department 
of Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005 (42. U.S.C. 
3796gg–10 note); and 
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(iii) coordinate activities with other Federal agen-
cies, offices, and grantees that address the needs of In-
dians (including Alaska Natives), and Native Hawai-
ians that experience domestic violence, including the 
Office of Justice Services at the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs, the Indian Health Service of the Department of 
Health and Human Services, and the Office on Vio-
lence Against Women of the Department of Justice. 

(2) SPECIAL ISSUE RESOURCE CENTERS.—In accordance with 
subsection (a)(2)(A)(ii), the Secretary shall award grants to eli-
gible entities for special issue resource centers, which shall be 
national in scope and shall provide information, training, and 
technical assistance to State and local domestic violence serv-
ice providers. Each special issue resource center shall focus on 
enhancing domestic violence intervention and prevention ef-
forts in at least one of the following areas: 

(A) The response of the criminal and civil justice sys-
tems to domestic violence victims, which may include the 
response to the use of the self-defense plea by domestic vi-
olence victims and the issuance and use of protective or-
ders. 

(B) The response of child protective service agencies to 
victims of domestic violence and their dependents and 
child custody issues in domestic violence cases. 

(C) The response of the interdisciplinary health care 
system to victims of domestic violence and access to health 
care resources for victims of domestic violence. 

(D) The response of mental health systems, domestic 
violence service programs, and other related systems and 
programs to victims of domestic violence and to their chil-
dren who are exposed to domestic violence. 

(E) In the case of 3 specific resource centers, enhanc-
ing domestic violence intervention and prevention efforts 
for victims of domestic violence who are members of racial 
and ethnic minority groups, to enhance the cultural and 
linguistic relevancy of service delivery, resource utilization, 
policy, research, technical assistance, community edu-
cation, and prevention initiatives. 
(3) STATE RESOURCE CENTERS TO REDUCE TRIBAL DISPARI-

TIES.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—In accordance with subsection (a)(2), 

the Secretary may award grants to eligible entities for 
State resource centers, which shall provide statewide infor-
mation, training, and technical assistance to Indian tribes, 
tribal organizations, and local domestic violence service or-
ganizations serving Indians (including Alaska Natives) or 
Native Hawaiians, in a culturally sensitive and relevant 
manner. 

(B) REQUIREMENTS.—An eligible entity shall use a 
grant provided under this paragraph—

(i) to offer a comprehensive array of technical as-
sistance and training resources to Indian tribes, tribal 
organizations, and providers of services to Indians (in-
cluding Alaska Natives) or Native Hawaiians, specifi-
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cally designed to enhance the capacity of the tribes, or-
ganizations, and providers to respond to domestic vio-
lence, including offering the resources in States in 
which the population of Indians (including Alaska Na-
tives) or Native Hawaiians exceeds 2.5 percent of the 
total population of the State; 

(ii) to coordinate all projects and activities with 
the national resource center described in paragraph 
(1)(B), including projects and activities that involve 
working with nontribal State and local governments to 
enhance their capacity to understand the unique needs 
of Indians (including Alaska Natives) and Native Ha-
waiians; and 

(iii) to provide comprehensive community edu-
cation and domestic violence prevention initiatives in 
a culturally sensitive and relevant manner. 

(c) ELIGIBILITY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—To be eligible to receive a grant under 

subsection (b)(1)(A) or subparagraph (A), (B), (C), or (D) of sub-
section (b)(2), an entity shall be a nonprofit private organiza-
tion that focuses primarily on domestic violence and that—

(A) provides documentation to the Secretary dem-
onstrating experience working directly on issues of domes-
tic violence, and (in the case of an entity seeking a grant 
under subsection (b)(2)) demonstrating experience working 
directly in the corresponding specific special issue area de-
scribed in subsection (b)(2); 

(B) includes on the entity’s advisory board representa-
tives who are from domestic violence service programs and 
who are geographically and culturally diverse; and 

(C) demonstrates the strong support of domestic vio-
lence service programs from across the Nation for the enti-
ty’s designation as a national resource center or a special 
issue resource center, as appropriate. 
(2) NATIONAL INDIAN RESOURCE CENTER.—To be eligible to 

receive a grant under subsection (b)(1)(B), an entity shall be a 
tribal organization or a nonprofit private organization that fo-
cuses primarily on issues of domestic violence within Indian 
tribes and that submits documentation to the Secretary dem-
onstrating—

(A) experience working with Indian tribes and tribal 
organizations to respond to domestic violence and the find-
ings of section 901 of the Violence Against Women and De-
partment of Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 
3796gg–10 note); 

(B) experience providing Indian tribes and tribal orga-
nizations with assistance in developing tribally-based pre-
vention and intervention services addressing domestic vio-
lence and safety for Indian women consistent with the pur-
poses of section 902 of the Violence Against Women and 
Department of Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005 (42 
U.S.C. 3796gg–10 note); 

(C) strong support for the entity’s designation as the 
National Indian Resource Center Addressing Domestic Vi-
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olence and Safety for Indian Women from advocates work-
ing within Indian tribes to address domestic violence and 
the safety of Indian women; 

(D) a record of demonstrated effectiveness in assisting 
Indian tribes and tribal organizations with prevention and 
intervention services addressing domestic violence; and 

(E) the capacity to serve Indian tribes (including Alas-
ka Native villages and regional and village corporations) 
across the United States. 
(3) SPECIAL ISSUE RESOURCE CENTERS CONCERNED WITH RA-

CIAL AND ETHNIC MINORITY GROUPS.—To be eligible to receive 
a grant under subsection (b)(2)(E), an entity shall be an entity 
that—

(A) is a nonprofit private organization that focuses pri-
marily on issues of domestic violence in a racial or ethnic 
community, or is a public or private nonprofit educational 
institution that has a domestic violence institute, center, 
or program related to culturally specific issues in domestic 
violence; and 

(B)(i) has documented experience in the areas of do-
mestic violence prevention and services, and experience 
relevant to the specific racial or ethnic population to which 
information, training, technical assistance, and outreach 
would be provided under the grant; 

(ii) demonstrates the strong support, of advocates from 
across the Nation who are working to address domestic vi-
olence; and 

(iii) has a record of demonstrated effectiveness in en-
hancing the cultural and linguistic relevancy of service de-
livery. 
(4) STATE RESOURCE CENTERS TO REDUCE TRIBAL DISPARI-

TIES.—To be eligible to receive a grant under subsection (b)(3), 
an entity shall—

(A)(i) be located in a State in which the population of 
Indians (including Alaska Natives) or Native Hawaiians 
exceeds 10 percent of the total population of the State; or 

(ii) be an Indian tribe, tribal organization, or Native 
Hawaiian organization that focuses primarily on issues of 
domestic violence among Indians or Native Hawaiians, or 
an institution of higher education; and 

(B) demonstrate the ability to serve all regions of the 
State, including underdeveloped areas and areas that are 
geographically distant from population centers. 

(d) REPORTS AND EVALUATION.—Each entity receiving a grant 
under this section shall submit a performance report to the Sec-
retary annually and in such manner as shall be reasonably re-
quired by the Secretary. Such performance report shall describe the 
activities that have been carried out with such grant funds, contain 
an evaluation of the effectiveness of the activities, and provide such 
additional information as the Secretary may reasonably require. 
SEC. 311. ø42 U.S.C. 10411¿ GRANTS TO STATE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

COALITIONS. 
(a) GRANTS.—The Secretary shall award grants for the funding 

of State Domestic Violence Coalitions. 
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(b) ALLOTMENT OF FUNDS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—From the amount appropriated under 

section 303(a)(2)(D) for each fiscal year, the Secretary shall 
allot to each of the 50 States, the District of Columbia, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and each of the covered terri-
tories an amount equal to 1⁄56 of the amount so appropriated 
for such fiscal year. 

(2) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this subsection, the term 
‘‘covered territories’’ means Guam, American Samoa, the 
United States Virgin Islands, and the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands. 
(c) APPLICATION.—Each State Domestic Violence Coalition de-

siring a grant under this section shall submit an application to the 
Secretary at such time, in such manner, and containing such infor-
mation as the Secretary determines to be essential to carry out the 
objectives of this section. The application submitted by the coalition 
for the grant shall provide documentation of the coalition’s work, 
satisfactory to the Secretary, demonstrating that the coalition—

(1) meets all of the applicable requirements set forth in 
this title; and 

(2) demonstrates the ability to conduct appropriately all 
activities described in this section, as indicated by—

(A) documented experience in administering Federal 
grants to conduct the activities described in subsection (d); 
or 

(B) a documented history of active participation in the 
activities described in paragraphs (1), (3), (4), and (5) of 
subsection (d) and a demonstrated capacity to conduct the 
activities described in subsection (d)(2). 

(d) USE OF FUNDS.—A coalition that receives a grant under 
this section shall use the grant funds for administration and oper-
ations to further the purposes of family violence, domestic violence, 
and dating violence intervention and prevention, through activities 
that shall include—

(1) working with local family violence, domestic violence, 
and dating violence service programs and providers of direct 
services to encourage appropriate and comprehensive re-
sponses to family violence, domestic violence, and dating vio-
lence against adults or youth within the State involved, includ-
ing providing training and technical assistance and conducting 
State needs assessments; 

(2) participating in planning and monitoring the distribu-
tion of subgrants and subgrant funds within the State under 
section 308(a); 

(3) working in collaboration with service providers and 
community-based organizations to address the needs of family 
violence, domestic violence, and dating violence victims, and 
their dependents, who are members of racial and ethnic minor-
ity populations and underserved populations; 

(4) collaborating with and providing information to entities 
in such fields as housing, health care, mental health, social 
welfare, or business to support the development and implemen-
tation of effective policies, protocols, and programs that ad-
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dress the safety and support needs of adult and youth victims 
of family violence, domestic violence, or dating violence; 

(5) encouraging appropriate responses to cases of family vi-
olence, domestic violence, or dating violence against adults or 
youth, including by working with judicial and law enforcement 
agencies; 

(6) working with family law judges, criminal court judges, 
child protective service agencies, and children’s advocates to 
develop appropriate responses to child custody and visitation 
issues in cases of child exposure to family violence, domestic vi-
olence, or dating violence and in cases in which—

(A) family violence, domestic violence, or dating vio-
lence is present; and 

(B) child abuse is present; 
(7) providing information to the public about prevention of 

family violence, domestic violence, and dating violence, includ-
ing information targeted to underserved populations; and 

(8) collaborating with Indian tribes and tribal organiza-
tions (and corresponding Native Hawaiian groups or commu-
nities) to address the needs of Indian (including Alaska Native) 
and Native Hawaiian victims of family violence, domestic vio-
lence, or dating violence, as applicable in the State. 
(e) LIMITATION ON USE OF FUNDS.—A coalition that receives a 

grant under this section shall not be required to use funds received 
under this title for the purposes described in paragraph (5) or (6) 
of subsection (d) if the coalition provides an annual assurance to 
the Secretary that the coalition is—

(1) using funds received under section 2001(c)(1) of the 
Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 
U.S.C. 3796gg(c)(1)) for such purposes; and 

(2) coordinating the activities carried out by the coalition 
under subsection (d) with the State’s activities under part T of 
title I of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 
1968 (42 U.S.C. 3796gg et seq.) that address those purposes. 
(f) PROHIBITION ON LOBBYING.—No funds made available to en-

tities under this section shall be used, directly or indirectly, to in-
fluence the issuance, amendment, or revocation of any executive 
order or similar promulgation by any Federal, State, or local agen-
cy, or to undertake to influence the passage or defeat of any legisla-
tion by Congress, or by any State or local legislative body, or State 
proposals by initiative petition, except that the representatives of 
the entity may testify or make other appropriate communication—

(1) when formally requested to do so by a legislative body, 
a committee, or a member of the body or committee; or 

(2) in connection with legislation or appropriations directly 
affecting the activities of the entity. 
(g) REPORTS AND EVALUATION.—Each entity receiving a grant 

under this section shall submit a performance report to the Sec-
retary at such time as shall be reasonably required by the Sec-
retary. Such performance report shall describe the activities that 
have been carried out with such grant funds, contain an evaluation 
of the effectiveness of such activities, and provide such additional 
information as the Secretary may reasonably require. 
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(h) INDIAN REPRESENTATIVES.—For purposes of this section, a 
State Domestic Violence Coalition may include representatives of 
Indian tribes and tribal organizations. 
SEC. 312. ø42 U.S.C. 10412¿ SPECIALIZED SERVICES FOR ABUSED PAR-

ENTS AND THEIR CHILDREN. 
(a) IN GENERAL.— 

(1) PROGRAM.—The Secretary shall establish a grant pro-
gram to expand the capacity of family violence, domestic vio-
lence, and dating violence service programs and community-
based programs to prevent future domestic violence by ad-
dressing, in an appropriate manner, the needs of children ex-
posed to family violence, domestic violence, or dating violence. 

(2) GRANTS.—The Secretary may make grants to eligible 
entities through the program established under paragraph (1) 
for periods of not more than 2 years. If the Secretary deter-
mines that an entity has received such a grant and been suc-
cessful in meeting the objectives of the grant application sub-
mitted under subsection (c), the Secretary may renew the grant 
for 1 additional period of not more than 2 years. 
(b) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—To be eligible to receive a grant under 

this section, an entity shall be a local agency, a nonprofit private 
organization (including faith-based and charitable organizations, 
community-based organizations, and voluntary associations), or a 
tribal organization, with a demonstrated record of serving victims 
of family violence, domestic violence, or dating violence and their 
children. 

(c) APPLICATION.—An entity seeking a grant under this section 
shall submit an application to the Secretary at such time, in such 
manner, and containing such information as the Secretary may 
reasonably require, including—

(1) a description of how the entity will prioritize the safety 
of, and confidentiality of information about—

(A) victims of family violence, victims of domestic vio-
lence, and victims of dating violence; and 

(B) children of victims described in subparagraph (A); 
(2) a description of how the entity will provide develop-

mentally appropriate and age-appropriate services, and cul-
turally and linguistically appropriate services, to the victims 
and children; and 

(3) a description of how the entity will ensure that profes-
sionals working with the children receive the training and 
technical assistance appropriate and relevant to the unique 
needs of children exposed to family violence, domestic violence, 
or dating violence. 
(d) USE OF FUNDS.—An entity that receives a grant under this 

section for a family violence, domestic violence, and dating violence 
service or community-based program described in subsection (a)—

(1) shall use the funds made available through the grant—
(A) to provide direct counseling, appropriate services 

consistent with subsection (c)(2), or advocacy on behalf of 
victims of family violence, domestic violence, or dating vio-
lence and their children, including coordinating services 
with services provided by the child welfare system; 
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(B) to provide services for nonabusing parents to sup-
port those parents’ roles as caregivers and their roles in 
responding to the social, emotional, and developmental 
needs of their children; and 

(C) where appropriate, to provide the services de-
scribed in this subsection while working with such a non-
abusing parent and child together; and 
(2) may use the funds made available through the grant—

(A) to provide early childhood development and mental 
health services; 

(B) to coordinate activities with and provide technical 
assistance to community-based organizations serving vic-
tims of family violence, domestic violence, or dating vio-
lence or children exposed to family violence, domestic vio-
lence, or dating violence; and 

(C) to provide additional services and referrals to serv-
ices for children, including child care, transportation, edu-
cational support, respite care, supervised visitation, or 
other necessary services. 

(e) REPORTS AND EVALUATION.—Each entity receiving a grant 
under this section shall submit a performance report to the Sec-
retary at such time as shall be reasonably required by the Sec-
retary. Such performance report shall describe the activities that 
have been carried out with such grant funds, contain an evaluation 
of the effectiveness of such activities, and provide such additional 
information as the Secretary may reasonably require. 
SEC. 313. ø42 U.S.C. 10413¿ NATIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HOTLINE 

GRANT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall award a grant to 1 or 

more private entities to provide for the ongoing operation of a 24-
hour, national, toll-free telephone hotline to provide information 
and assistance to adult and youth victims of family violence, do-
mestic violence, or dating violence, family and household members 
of such victims, and persons affected by the victimization. The Sec-
retary shall give priority to applicants with experience in operating 
a hotline that provides assistance to adult and youth victims of 
family violence, domestic violence, or dating violence. 

(b) TERM.—The Secretary shall award a grant under this sec-
tion for a period of not more than 5 years. 

(c) CONDITIONS ON PAYMENT.—The provision of payments 
under a grant awarded under this section shall be subject to an-
nual approval by the Secretary and subject to the availability of ap-
propriations for each fiscal year to make the payments. 

(d) APPLICATION.—To be eligible to receive a grant under this 
section, an entity shall submit an application to the Secretary that 
shall—

(1) contain such agreements, assurances, and information, 
be in such form, and be submitted in such manner, as the Sec-
retary shall prescribe; 

(2) include a complete description of the applicant’s plan 
for the operation of a national domestic violence hotline, in-
cluding descriptions of—

(A) the training program for hotline personnel, includ-
ing technology training to ensure that all persons affiliated 

VerDate 0ct 09 2002 16:21 Jul 14, 2021 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00023 Fmt 9001 Sfmt 9001 G:\COMP\EDV\FVPASA.BEL HOLC

July 14, 2021 

G:\COMP\EDV\FAMILY VIOLENCE PREVENTION AND SERVICES ACT.XML

    
As Amended Through P.L. 117-2, Enacted March 11, 2021



24Sec. 313 FAMILY VIOLENCE PREVENTION AND SERVICES ACT 

with the hotline are able to effectively operate any techno-
logical systems used by the hotline; 

(B) the hiring criteria and qualifications for hotline 
personnel; 

(C) the methods for the creation, maintenance, and up-
dating of a resource database; 

(D) a plan for publicizing the availability of the hot-
line; 

(E) a plan for providing service to non-English speak-
ing callers, including service through hotline personnel 
who have non-English language capability; 

(F) a plan for facilitating access to the hotline by per-
sons with hearing impairments; and 

(G) a plan for providing assistance and referrals to 
youth victims of domestic violence and for victims of dating 
violence who are minors, which may be carried out 
through a national teen dating violence hotline; 
(3) demonstrate that the applicant has recognized exper-

tise in the area of family violence, domestic violence, or dating 
violence and a record of high quality service to victims of fam-
ily violence, domestic violence, or dating violence, including a 
demonstration of support from advocacy groups and State Do-
mestic Violence Coalitions; 

(4) demonstrate that the applicant has the capacity and 
the expertise to maintain a domestic violence hotline and a 
comprehensive database of service providers; 

(5) demonstrate the ability to provide information and re-
ferrals for callers, directly connect callers to service providers, 
and employ crisis interventions meeting the standards of fam-
ily violence, domestic violence, and dating violence providers; 

(6) demonstrate that the applicant has a commitment to 
diversity and to the provision of services to underserved popu-
lations, including to ethnic, racial, and non-English speaking 
minorities, in addition to older individuals and individuals 
with disabilities; 

(7) demonstrate that the applicant complies with non-
disclosure requirements as described in section 306(c)(5) and 
follows comprehensive quality assurance practices; and 

(8) contain such other information as the Secretary may 
require. 
(e) HOTLINE ACTIVITIES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—An entity that receives a grant under 
this section for activities described, in whole or in part, in sub-
section (a) shall use funds made available through the grant to 
establish and operate a 24-hour, national, toll-free telephone 
hotline to provide information and assistance to adult and 
youth victims of family violence, domestic violence, or dating 
violence, and other individuals described in subsection (a). 

(2) ACTIVITIES.—In establishing and operating the hotline, 
the entity—

(A) shall contract with a carrier for the use of a toll-
free telephone line; 

(B) shall employ, train (including providing technology 
training), and supervise personnel to answer incoming 
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calls, provide counseling and referral services for callers on 
a 24-hour-a-day basis, and directly connect callers to serv-
ice providers; 

(C) shall assemble and maintain a database of infor-
mation relating to services for adult and youth victims of 
family violence, domestic violence, or dating violence to 
which callers may be referred throughout the United 
States, including information on the availability of shelters 
and supportive services for victims of family violence, do-
mestic violence, or dating violence; 

(D) shall widely publicize the hotline throughout the 
United States, including to potential users; 

(E) shall provide assistance and referrals to meet the 
needs of underserved populations and individuals with dis-
abilities; 

(F) shall provide assistance and referrals for youth vic-
tims of domestic violence and for victims of dating violence 
who are minors, which may be carried out through a na-
tional teen dating violence hotline; 

(G) may provide appropriate assistance and referrals 
for family and household members of victims of family vio-
lence, domestic violence, or dating violence, and persons 
affected by the victimization described in subsection (a); 
and 

(H) at the discretion of the hotline operator, may pro-
vide assistance, or referrals for counseling or intervention, 
for identified adult and youth perpetrators, including self-
identified perpetrators, of family violence, domestic vio-
lence, or dating violence, but shall not be required to pro-
vide such assistance or referrals in any circumstance in 
which the hotline operator fears the safety of a victim may 
be impacted by an abuser or suspected abuser. 

(f) REPORTS AND EVALUATION.—The entity receiving a grant 
under this section shall submit a performance report to the Sec-
retary at such time as shall be reasonably required by the Sec-
retary. Such performance report shall describe the activities that 
have been carried out with such grant funds, contain an evaluation 
of the effectiveness of such activities, and provide such additional 
information as the Secretary may reasonably require.

ø42 U.S.C. 10413¿

SEC. 314. ø42 U.S.C. 10414¿ DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PREVENTION EN-
HANCEMENT AND LEADERSHIP THROUGH ALLIANCES 
(DELTA). 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall enter into cooperative 
agreements with State Domestic Violence Coalitions for the pur-
poses of establishing, operating, and maintaining local community 
projects to prevent family violence, domestic violence, and dating 
violence, including violence committed by and against youth, using 
a coordinated community response model and through prevention 
and education programs. 

(b) TERM.—The Secretary shall enter into a cooperative agree-
ment under this section for a period of not more than 5 fiscal years. 
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(c) CONDITIONS ON PAYMENT.—The provision of payments 
under a cooperative agreement under this section shall be subject 
to—

(1) annual approval by the Secretary; and 
(2) the availability of appropriations for each fiscal year to 

make the payments. 
(d) ELIGIBILITY.—To be eligible to enter into a cooperative 

agreement under this section, an organization shall—
(1) be a State Domestic Violence Coalition; and 
(2) include representatives of pertinent sectors of the local 

community, which may include—
(A) health care providers and State or local health de-

partments; 
(B) the education community; 
(C) the faith-based community; 
(D) the criminal justice system; 
(E) family violence, domestic violence, and dating vio-

lence service program advocates; 
(F) human service entities such as State child services 

divisions; 
(G) business and civic leaders; and 
(H) other pertinent sectors. 

(e) APPLICATIONS.—An organization that desires to enter into 
a cooperative agreement under this section shall submit to the Sec-
retary an application, in such form and in such manner as the Sec-
retary shall require, that—

(1) demonstrates the capacity of the applicant, who may 
enter into a partnership with a local family violence, domestic 
violence, or dating violence service provider or community-
based organization, to undertake the project involved; 

(2) demonstrates that the project will include a coordinated 
community response to improve and expand prevention strate-
gies through increased communication and coordination among 
all affected sectors of the local community; 

(3) includes a complete description of the applicant’s plan 
for the establishment and implementation of the coordinated 
community response, including a description of—

(A) the method to be used for identification and selec-
tion of an administrative committee made up of persons 
knowledgeable about comprehensive family violence, do-
mestic violence, and dating violence prevention planning to 
oversee the project, hire staff, assure compliance with the 
project outline, and secure annual evaluation of the 
project; 

(B) the method to be used for identification and selec-
tion of project staff and a project evaluator; 

(C) the method to be used for identification and selec-
tion of a project council consisting of representatives of the 
community sectors listed in subsection (d)(2); and 

(D) the method to be used for identification and selec-
tion of a steering committee consisting of representatives 
of the various community sectors who will chair sub-
committees of the project council, each of which will focus 
on 1 of the sectors; 
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(4) demonstrates that the applicant has experience in pro-
viding, or the capacity to provide, prevention-focused training 
and technical assistance; 

(5) demonstrates that the applicant has the capacity to 
carry out collaborative community initiatives to prevent family 
violence, domestic violence, and dating violence; and 

(6) contains such other information, agreements, and as-
surances as the Secretary may require. 
(f) GEOGRAPHICAL DISPERSION.—The Secretary shall enter into 

cooperative agreements under this section with organizations in 
States geographically dispersed throughout the Nation. 

(g) USE OF FUNDS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—An organization that enters into a coop-

erative agreement under subsection (a) shall use the funds 
made available through the agreement to establish, operate, 
and maintain comprehensive family violence, domestic vio-
lence, and dating violence prevention programming. 

(2) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, EVALUATION AND MONI-
TORING.—The Secretary may use a portion of the funds pro-
vided under this section to—

(A) provide technical assistance; 
(B) monitor the performance of organizations carrying 

out activities under the cooperative agreements; and 
(C) conduct an independent evaluation of the program 

carried out under this section. 
(3) REQUIREMENTS.—In establishing and operating a 

project under this section, an eligible organization shall—
(A) establish protocols to improve and expand family 

violence, domestic violence, and dating violence prevention 
and intervention strategies within affected community sec-
tors described in subsection (d)(2); 

(B) develop comprehensive prevention plans to coordi-
nate prevention efforts with other community sectors; 

(C) provide for periodic evaluation of the project, and 
analysis to assist in replication of the prevention strategies 
used in the project in other communities, and submit a re-
port under subsection (h) that contains the evaluation and 
analysis; 

(D) develop, replicate, or conduct comprehensive, evi-
dence-informed primary prevention programs that reduce 
risk factors and promote protective factors that reduce the 
likelihood of family violence, domestic violence, and dating 
violence, which may include—

(i) educational workshops and seminars; 
(ii) training programs for professionals; 
(iii) the preparation of informational material; 
(iv) developmentally appropriate education pro-

grams; 
(v) other efforts to increase awareness of the facts 

about, or to help prevent, family violence, domestic vi-
olence, and dating violence; and 

(vi) the dissemination of information about the re-
sults of programs conducted under this subparagraph; 
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(E) utilize evidence-informed prevention program plan-
ning; and 

(F) recognize, in applicable cases, the needs of under-
served populations, racial and linguistic populations, and 
individuals with disabilities. 

(h) REPORTS AND EVALUATION.—Each organization entering 
into a cooperative agreement under this section shall submit a per-
formance report to the Secretary at such time as shall be reason-
ably required by the Secretary. Such performance report shall de-
scribe activities that have been carried out with the funds made 
available through the agreement, contain an evaluation of the ef-
fectiveness of such activities, and provide such additional informa-
tion as the Secretary may reasonably require. The Secretary shall 
make the evaluations received under this subsection publicly avail-
able on the Department of Health and Human Services website. 
The reports shall also be submitted to the Committee on Education 
and Labor of the House of Representatives and the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate. 
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